15o   PROBLEMS OF AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT
economic and social development which has greatly
changed the circumstances under which men live. Thus
the introduction of money, cash-cropping, commercial and
industrial development, rail and road communications,
Christianity, and school education have so changed Afri-
can ways of life that custom with regard to such matters as
land, marriage, property and inheritance is changing too.
In some cases customary law is adapted to suit the changed
conditions. In others where existing customary law cannot
be applied, new law is gradually being formed by decisions
of the native courts, as in cases arising out of money and
trading transactions.
.Since law reflects the way in which people live, and the
African way of life is changing, law must change too. In
that sense the changes explained above are both necessary
and desirable. But it cannot be denied that certain dis-
advantages have occurred during the process. In tribal
times the general principles of the law were well known
and acceptable to the people; they were administered by
chiefs and elders who were respected for their wide know-
ledge of tribal custom; and tribal sanctions, although in-
formal compared with modern legal sanctions, were never-
theless very effective.
The law which is administered by the native courts to-
day to some extent lacks these advantages. Much of the
enacted law is not necessarily acceptable or fully under-
stood, either by the people or even by the chiefs and elders
who enforce it. Modern sanctions tend to be less effective ,
than those of former times. Even customary (civilJ law
provides difficulties. Chiefs and elders used to acquire their
knowledge of customary law during a long period of tribal
education for which modern conditions often fail to pro-
vide the necessary leisure, and the ordinary native elder
is tending to become less learned in customary law than
his predecessors.l
1 *The effect of modern conditions (e.g. the absence of many